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The Better Business Bureau and (Sponsor’s Name) fighting Identity Theft
New York, NY –  “A local company opened an account via telephone to someone using my name, social security number and address in a county (in which) I never lived. I contacted them about their practices and I was told 'too bad' that's they way they do it.  I never opened the account.  I am a victim of identity theft and I know who did it.”  Unfortunately, this common story is one of millions each year received by the BBB and the Federal Trade Commission.  “Identity theft is the fastest growing white-collar-crime in our nation.  It’s estimated to be growing at a rate of 40% a year.  Individuals need to know how it happens, and they need to know what they can do to help prevent being a victim of an identity take over,” states Ken Hunter, President of the Council of Better Business Bureaus.

Due to the alarming crime rate of identity theft over the last few years, (Sponsor’s name) and the BBB have teamed up to create Identity Theft, a 45-minute interactive DVD featuring the FTC, industry experts, and victims of ID theft.  This program will educate consumers on how thieves exploit their victims, teach viewers how to minimize their risk, and provide step-by-step instructions on what to do if you become a victim. 

“We strive to reach as many people as possible with our educational videos and tools,” says Donald Burkholder, President of BBB Video Series. “We were pleased to work closely with (Sponsor’s name) to get the word out about such an important issue that impacts millions of Americans each year.”

Thanks to a donation from (Sponsor’s name), Identity Theft has been placed in public libraries in <Sponsor’s City>.  Check www.bbbvideo.com/library_search.php to see if Identity Theft is available at your local public library - or you can obtain your own copy of Identity Theft for $9.95 (plus S&H) at www.BBBvideo.com.

The Better Business Bureau Video Series is the exclusive producer of highly rated Better Business Bureau (BBB) videos and DVD’s.  Titles in the Series are selected from the list of complaints generated annually as a result of more than 41 million contacts to the BBB each year.  The goal of the Better Business Bureau Video Series is to educate consumers before a problem occurs in order to reduce consumer complaints.  
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